Closing Speech for Defence.
Sir H  Curtis Bennett
If that may fail, and if you might have been led into convicting
this man upon such a suggestion as that, think of the danger of
convicting him upon such a case as is put against him here.
At the end of Major Armstrong's evidence yesterday he was
asked a number of questions as to why he had not at first told
the actual story about this white arsenic.    Let us try and deal
with  this,   not  in   any  pedantic  way,  but let  us try  and deal
with this as the result of years of experience either of appearing
in cases or of trying cases, let us deal with it from the ordinary
point  of view  of  members  of  the  public,   of  yourselves.      You
gentlemen, with the positions which you have made for yourselves
in   this   county,   are   suddenly   confronted   by   police   officers,   a
number of them—I do not make any criticism of this, although
one occurs to one at once, and no doubt occurs to you.      They
start by getting what they call a voluntary statement, as they are
quite   entitled   to   before  they   arrest  you,   for  the  purpose   of
getting an explanation and clearing things up; they are entitled
to say,   " You make a voluntary statement and we will take it
down."      Directly they have got the voluntary statement in this
case they arrest the man.      It does not look as if it had been
very much for the purpose of clearing the thing up; they did not
consider the statement or test it j they arrested him; I do not mind.
After they have arrested him, about an hour after, Major Arm-
strong is looking through his business letters.    Do you not think
that   you   might   have   been   under   the   same   misapprehension
as apparently he was, that if a police officer said you can look
through your business letters, do you not think it is quite likely
you would have thought he meant all your business letters, unless
he   particularised   special   business   letters?      Major   Armstrong
thought he meant all the business letters, and found there caught
up, you remember the expression, caught up by an envelope, this
little packet.    He says that he then realised that he had some of
that white arsenic left.      At that time, between the time when
he made his  statement  and finding that,  he was under  arrest.
It is very easy to be wise, and very easy to criticise what a man
does under those circumstances, just having been arrested.  Imagine
the position.    The clerk to the justices, who, as one knows, and I
do not say this under any sort of feeling of criticism of justices,
but the clerk of justices is the most important person at Petty
Sessions—he advises the judges.    Here is the man, who has been
in the position of administering justice,  suddenly arrested  and
taken, I was going to say to his own police station, so it was, to
the police station of which he had had some sort of control.      Of
course, it is quite easy now to say it would have been far wiser to
have said at once, " Oh, I beg pardon, I have made a mistake in
that voluntary statement, very sorry, I want to correct that."    Of
course, it would have been much wiser to have said it, much better
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